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Romayne Bailey (née Allen, No.1, 1945-
1951) 

Tia Kuchmy (Staff, 1985-1992) 

Susan Brandon (née Trotman, No.2, 
1957-1962) 

Jane Lord (née Lake, No.3, 1957-1964) 

Natalie Bull (No.2, 1985-1991) Josephine Millar (née Hamilton, No.3, 
1942-1945) 

Ruth Button (née Jenkins, No.4, 1941-
1944) 

Carol Murphy (née Haldane, No.3, 
1978-1980) 

Jane Cathie (née Rankin, No.2, 1949-
1954) 

Elizabeth Nowell (No.1, 1976-1983) 

Annie Craig (Staff, 1967-1986) Judith Portway (née Neve, No.2, 1955-
1959) 

John Davey (Staff, 1970-1978) Caroline Posnansky (née Sotnick, No.4, 
1961-1966) 

Helen Delves-Broughton (née Shore, 
No.3, 1945-1948) 

Xanne Sharp (née Barnes, No.1, 1949-
1953) 

Eleanor Dixon (née Blake, No.2, 1947-
1950) 

Penelope Smith (née Lyne, No.1, 1946-
1949) 

Meriel Edwards (née Eastcott, No.2, 
1958-1963) 

Valerie Spalding (née Beaumont, No.4, 
1961-1966) 

Hazel Fox (née Stuart, No.1, 1941-
1946) 

Solvi Stafford (Staff, 2017-2025) 

Susan Gatti (née Booth, No.3, 1940-
1944) 

Judith Thompson (née Cawdry, No.4, 
1951-1955) 

Anne Godfrey (née Goldstein, No.1, 
1952-1957) 

Susan Tolfree (née Kelly, No.3, 1937-
1941) 

Christine Jordan (née MacGregor-
Gibson, No.3, 1952-1956) 

Sheila Vince (née Martin, No.1, 1954-
1959) 

Dilys Jordan (née Dunn, No.3, 1939-
1944) 

Penny Watkins (née Harris, No.2, 1942-
1948) 

Jane Kalim (née Somers, No.4, 1957-
1960) 

Jenny Watson (née Tanner, No.3, 
1935-1943) 

Hilary Kirkland (née Lawther, No.3, 
1949-1953) 

Pamela Wilson (Staff, 1956-1959) 

 

As the names are read, a flower is laid on the altar for each person remembered. 



 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

 

 

THE WELCOME Mrs Niamh Green 

 

 

All stand 

HYMN 211 

Praise my Soul, the King of Heaven 

 

 

THE BIDDING Rev Emily Roe 

We come to this Chapel today to remember our Founders and to give thanks to 

God for the tireless and dedicated work of the Lawrence sisters, Penelope, Millicent 

and Dorothy. 

We thank God for their vision which was to create a school on this site where ‘girls 

should have as much liberty as is consistent with safety,’ with an ethos which 

rested upon mutual trust so that anything ‘mean or unworthy’ was prevented. 

We also remember today all teachers and benefactors of the school who, in their 

time, have built upon the foundation laid by the Lawrence sisters. 

Finally, we have come to give thanks for those former pupils and teachers, who 

have died recently and to pray that we, like them, will remain faithful to the ideals 

of our Founders. 

 

 

Please sit 

 



 

 

READING Lydia Furniss, Head of School 

Philippians 2.4-9 

 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE FOUNDERS AND FORMER HEADS 

After the thanksgiving for each, the congregation joins together to say: 

We give our grateful thanks 

 

 

QUIET REFLECTION  String Orchestra 

Concerto No.8 in A Minor for Two Violins – Antonio Vivaldi 

 

 

THE MEMORIAL PRAYER  Noelle Chase, ORA President  

Today we give thanks for those who have been part of the Roedean community 

and who have passed away recently. 

 

As each of the names of those we remember today is read, a flower will be laid 

 

We honour Roedean Old Boys and Wrens, who spent time at Roedean from 1940 to 

1945 when it was known as HMS Vernon. 

  



 

 

We thank you for all whom we remember today, for all that they gave to this school 

during their time here, for the lives they lit up with their presence and for all that 

was special about each of them to those who knew and loved them. May they rest 

in peace and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

All: Lord, we give you thanks  

 

 

All stand 

HYMN 238 

Tell out my soul, the greatness of the Lord 

 

 

Please sit 

PRAYERS  Chaya Lynch, Head of School 

As we commemorate our Founders, we also give thanks for all who, during their 

time here and throughout their lives, have served the good purposes for which 

Roedean was founded. 

All: Lord we give you thanks 

 

We thank you Lord for the school today and that it continues to thrive in the spirit 

of its foundation. Help us to value what we are given here by both the teaching and 

non-teaching staff, by the love, care and support of our friends and not least by the 

beauty of this site chosen by our Founders. 

All:  Lord we give you thanks 

 

  



 

 

Finally, we offer to God our future and the futures of those who will follow us at 

Roedean using a prayer written by Penelope Lawrence: 

Almighty God, we thank you for the rich inheritance we enjoy in this school. We 

thank you for the blessings granted to this school in the past and we ask                

continuance of them in the days to come. Teach us to live together in love and joy 

and peace. In our work, give us the spirit of understanding and perseverance; in our 

prayers the power to draw close to you. 

All:  Amen 

 

 

THE ACT OF RE-DEDICATION Dr Ross Barrand 

We have given thanks to God for the lives of our Founders and the lives of those 

who have gone before us in past years. Let us now re-dedicate ourselves to follow in 

their footsteps at Roedean. 

Will you give your best in all that you do here and will you work for the common 

good, eager to use your gifts and achievements for the benefit of others? 

With the help of God, we will 

Will you seize the opportunities that each new day brings and will you treat         

everyone with integrity, honesty, care and good humour? 

With the help of God, we will 

Will you play your part to build a world where all can live in peace with justice, 

prosperity and freedom from fear? 

With the help of God, we will 

Almighty God, in whose will is our peace, give us grace to live our lives in ways 

which both reflect your glory and the vision of our Founders so that, when at last, 

our turn comes to join them, we will have left this world a better place.  Amen 

 

 



 

PRAYERS                                                                                         Rev Emily Roe 

School Prayer:  O Lord our Heavenly Father, send, we beseech thee, thy blessing on 

this school and our sister school in South Africa.  Grant that those who serve in 

them may keep thy holy will ever before them, doing that which is pleasing in thy 

sight and persevering in thy service unto the end.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

Thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 

For ever and ever.  Amen 

 

 

All stand 

HYMN 242 

The Day Thou Gavest, Lord, is Ended 

 

 

THE BLESSING                                                                        Rev Emily Roe 

Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast that which is good; 

render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help 

the afflicted; honour everyone; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the 

Holy Spirit; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, be among us and remain with us always.  Amen 

  



 

Processional 

Prière à Notre-Dame – Léon Boëllmann 

 

Recessional 

Choral and Menuet Gothique from Suite Gothique – Léon Boëllmann 

 

Mr Iain McGregor – Organ 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the event of a continuous fire alarm, please remain seated 

and you will be directed where to go. 


